CHESHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Fifteenth  Annual  Repbrt  of  the  Medical 

Officer  of  Health, 


T.  F.  LONG. 

< 


1Report» 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting  for  your 
consideration  my  hfteenth  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the 
sanitary  condition  of  your  Town;  the  period 
covered  being  the  year  iqii. 

In  this  Report  I shall  adopt  my  usual 
custom  of  taking  each  heading  as  put 
down  in  ‘‘  The  Memorandum  as  to  Annual 
Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health,”  as 
issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board, 
deal  with  each  in  turn,  and  leave  any 
general  remarks  that  I may  h'ave  to  make 
for  the  finish. 

1. — Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of 
District. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  waste  time  in 
writing  on  this  subject,  they  remain  the 
same  as  in  former  years,  so  that  to  those 
seeking  information  I would  refer  to  my 
former  Reports,  in  which  I have  dealt  with 
this  matter. 

2. — Social  Condition  of  the  Inhabitants. 

By  far  the  largest  proportion  of  the  in- 
habitants are  employed  in  the  numerous  fac- 
tories in  the  Town.  These  factories  are  for 
the  manufacture  of  Boots,  Brushes,  Wooden- 
ware,  and  Braces,  together  with  two  Printing 
Works,  and  the  same  number  of  Laundries. 

The  more  I see  and  think  about  the  social 
problem  of  these  factory  workers  the  more 
puzzled  I am  as  to  how  they  manage  to  live, 
and  bring  up  their  families  at  all,  on  the 
small  w'ages  that  I am  informed  that  they 
earn.  I am  informed,  and  I am  afraid  in 
many  instances  my  information  is  only  too 
true,  that  there  are  many  inhabitants  in  this 
Town  working  and  keeping  the  home  going 
whose  w'eekly  w'age  is  w’ell  under  a week, 
taking  the  year  through,  including  holidays. 

I am  informed  by  Mr.  J.  Sharp,  the  Re- 
lieving Officer,  that  during  the  year  24Q 
of  the  inhabitants  have  received  Poor  Law 
relief  in  one  shape  or  another,  which  means 
that  one  in  33  have  been  helped  in  this  way. 
These  figures  do  not  include  Medical  relief. 

Water  Supply. 

Practically  the  wdiole  of  the  Towm  is  sup- 
supplied  with  w'ater  from  the  Council  Pump- 
ing Station.  The  supply  is  plentiful,  and, 
in  most  cases,  constant.  I believe  I am  right 
in  stating  that  the  only  houses  wffiere  a 
constant  supply  is  not  obtained  are  those  at 
the  top  of  White  Hill,  and  even  in  this 
instance  the  downstair  rooms  have  a constant 
supnly,  and  it  is  only  in  case  of  the  upstair 
that  the  supply  is  intermittent.  The  water 
If  n quality,  although  some-what 

hard.  I have  no  reason  to  fear,  or  even 
suspect,  any  form  of  contamination.  A Copy 
of  the  Report  received  from  the  Clinical 
Kesearch  .Association,  respecting  a sample 
submitted  to  them  in  March  last,  is  enclosed 
with  this  Report. 


Rivers  and  Streams, 

I have  received  no  information  as  to  pol- 
lution of  Rivers  or  Streams  within  this 
district  during  the  year. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

During  the  year  the  completion  of  the 
relaying  of  the  sewers  in  the  following 
roads,  or  parts  of  roads,  has  taken  place — 
Bcllingdon  Road,  Sunnyside  Road,  Missen- 
den  Road,  Church  Street,  New  Road.  This 
has,  as  far  as  one  can  tell,  had  a very 
marked  effect  in  keeping  down  the  amount 
of  surface  water  which  has  in  this  part 
found  its  way  into  our  sewers. 

It  is  now  proposed  to  finish  relaying 
Sunnyside  Road  and  Higham  Road.  It  is 
hoped  that  this  will  be  sufficient,  at  any  rate, 
for  present  needs.  Should,  however,  this 
not  be  the  case,  you  are,  I believe,  willing 
to  continue  with  the  relaying  in  order  that 
the  difficulty  may  be  overcome.  During  the 
last  few  months  we  have  again  received 
reminders  that  complaints  are  being  made 
with  regard  to  the  ventilation  of  the  sewers. 
I will  not  attempt  to  argue  the  matter  as 
to  the  existence  of  nuisances,  but  I am  still 
of  opinion  that  the  condition  is  not  detri- 
mental to  health,  although  I am  well  aware 
that  opinions  have  been  expressed,  and  very 
strongly  expressed,  which  are  not  in  accord- 
ance with  my  own  views. 

Personally,  I hold  no  brief  for  this 
nuisance,  and  should  be  only  too  pleased 
for  you  to  do  away  with  the  open  ventila- 
tion, if  it  can  be  done,  at  a reasonable  ex- 
pense. If  it  did  nothing  else  it  would  at 
least  relieve  the  minds' of  many  who  seem 
to  go  in  fear  of  death  every  time  they  walk 
down  the  road.  It  is  only  when  my  opinion 
is  asked  on  Public  Health  grounds  that  I 
cannot  see  eye  to  eye  with  those  against  me. 
One  hears  remarks  that  it  is  a wonder  that 
the  inhabitants  do  not  contract  Scarlet  Fever 
or  Diphtheria.  My  answer  is,  if  you  are  going 
to  attribute  these  diseases  to  the  presence  of 
sewer  gas,  and  the  nuisance  is  half  as  bad 
as  is  made  out,  how  is  it  that  during  the 
past  year  we  have,  in  this  district,  only 
received  notification  of  one  case  of  Diph- 
theria and  three  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

House  Drains. 

These  are  as  far  as  one  can  tell  in  a fairly 
satisfactory  condition,  but  many  are  old,  and 
with  a complete  absence  of  inspection 
chambers,  which  makes  it  very  difficult  to 
express  a definite  opinion  as  to  their  effici- 
ency owing  to  the  difficulty  experienced  in 
examining  them.  Your  Sanitary  Inspector 
is,  however,  I think,  quite  capable  of  dealing 
with  the  matter,  and  I have  no  doubt  that  in 
all  necessary  cases  he  will  take  the  matter 
in  hand,  and  see  that  the  necessary  altera- 
tions and  repairs  are  carried  out. 


Practically  the  whole  of  the  Town  is 
drained  by  the  Water  Carriage  System. 
There  are,  I think,  two  earth  closets  and 
about  three  cesspools  in  the  outlying 
district,  but  these  are,  I believe,  the  only 
exceptions. 

Sewage  Farm. 

During  the  year  this  has  been  a source  of 
trouble  to  us.  Complaints  have  been  made 
by  the  Thames  Conservancy  of  pollution  of 
the  River  Chess  below  the  effluent  out-fall 
pipe.  Steps  have  been  taken  to  remedy  this 
by  obtaining  an  option  to  purchase  further 
ground  where  the  same  treatment  may  be 
carried  on.  In  the  interest  of  the  Town,  I 
sincerely  hope  that  the  necessary  permission 
will  be  obtained.  There  is  little  doubt  in 
my  mind  that  for  years  Chesham  has  been 
blessed  wdth  an  excellent  natural  filter  for 
sewage  disposal,  and  it  is  only  after  thirty 
years  that,  owing  to  the  continual  work 
thrown  upon  it,  it  is  beginning  at  last  to 
show  signs  of  a breakdown.  I am  confident, 
in  my  own  mind,  that  should  your  prospec- 
tive scheme  Be  carried  out,  that  we  shall 
then  be  able  to  revert  to  our  former  state  of 
obtaining  effluents  wdth  which  no  fault  can 
be  found.  During  the  year  I have  had  this 
matter  continually  in  my  mind,  and  the  more 
I read  and  see  of  other  methods  of  disposal 
of  sewage  the  more  convinced  I am,  taking 
all  things  into  consideration,  that  the  method 
employed  here  in  Chesham  is  the  right  one 
for  the  district.  You  have  first  a natural 
flow  from  all  parts  of  the  Town  to  the 
precipitation  tanks,  and  from  them  to  the 
land,  so  that  no  pumping  at  all  is  necessary. 
The  land  itself  is  a natural  filter  bed  of 
gravel,  which  your  Surveyor  will  tell  you 
has  been  dug  for  lo  feet,  and  nothing  but 
gravel  found,  what  more  could  be  required  ? 

With  regard  to  the  Fungus  in  the  effluent 
of  which  complaint  has  been  made,  it  is 
hoped,  and  in  this,  I believe,  Mr.  Dormer  is 
backed  up  by  Mr.  Midgley  Taylor,  that  this 
will  be  prevented  by  his  proposal  of  dupli- 
cating, and  so  allowing  a freer  access  of 
air  into  the  effluent  carriers. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

Of  the  731  houses  inspected  during  the 
year,  I have  been  enabled  to  ascertain  the 
following  particulars  : — 


Separate  W.C.  for  each  house  466 

One  W.C.  for  2^'Tiouses  243 

One  W.C.  for  3 houses  q 

Two  W.C.’s  for  3 houses  3 

Two  W.C.’s  for  5 houses  10 


731 

In  all  new  property  it  is  the  rule  to  allow 
for  one  W.C.  for  each  house,  and  this  is 
certainly  as  it  should  be.  It  is  only  in  quite 
the  old  property  where  this  is  not  the  case, 
and  even  in  this  I should  be  glad  to  see  an 
alteration  made. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  District. 

During  the  year  the  total  number  of  in- 
spections made  number  3,071. 

1.  By  Sanitary  Inspector  2294 

2.  By  Medical  Officer  43 

3.  By  Medical  Officer  and  Sanitary 

Inspector  734 


3071 

Number  of  complaints  received,  10. 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  received 
for  defects  about  houses  in  ordering  inspec- 
tion, 163. 

Number  complied  with,  160. 

Number  of  notices  served  on  owners  of 
property  in  respect  to  the  inspection  of  731 
houses  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Medi- 
cal Officer  of  Health,  768. 

Number  attended  to,  740. 

Premises  and  occupations  which  can  be 
controlled  by  Bye-laws. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

I have  personally  visited  these  once  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  your  Sanitary  Inspector 
has  had  them  entirely  under  observation, 
making  in  all  95  visits  to  9 slaughter-houses. 
One  carcase  of  beef  was  surrendered  volun- 
tarily during  the  year,  the  occupiers  (the 
Chesham  Co-operative  Society),  finding  con- 
ditions of  Tuberculosis  in  the  beast  at  once 
sending  for  me  and  notifying  the  case. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  16  bakehouses  on  the  Register, 
one  having  been  added  during  the  year. 

Forty-seven  visits  of  inspection  were  made 
to  these,  no  notices  were  served. 

All  have  been  cleansed  twice  during  the 
year. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Number  on  Register,  2. 

Number  of  visits  paid,  8. 

Both  are  well  kept,  and  in  a satisfactory 
state. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  these  premises, 
80. 

Number  of  notices  served,  5. 

One  purveyor  cautioned  for  using  unclean 
utensils. 

Schools. 

The  six  Elementary  Schools  in  your  dis- 
trict have  been  visited  from  time  to  time. 

The  sanitary  condition,  as  far  as  one  can 
see,  is  satisfactory.  All  are  supplied  with 
water  from  the  Town  supply. 

In  the  month  of  March  I was  called  to  see 
a child  living  on  the  Moor,  just  outside  your 
boundary,  who  was  suffering  from  Diph- 
theria. On  esquiry  I found  that  children 
from  the  famih-  ^vcre  attending  the  Water- 
side Infants’  School.  I visited  the  School  early 
the  next  day  to  ascertain  if  there  were  any 
suspicious  throats,  but  found  none.  This 
I continued  to  do  every  day  for  a week,  but 
no  fresh  cases  made  their  appearance. 

On  May  12th,  at  the  request  of  the  Head 
Mistress,  1 again  visited  this  School.  I 


was  informed  that  there  were  a number  of 
childien  in  School  suffering  from  what  llic 
Mistress  took  to  be  measles.  On  examina- 
tion 1 found  that  the  diagnosis  was  a col- 
lect one,  and  sent  the  children  home.  1 tc 
School  was  eventually  closed  Ijy  the  School 
.Vuthorities. 

In  October,  two  cases  of  Scarlet  r ever 
were  notified  of  scholars  attending  the 
Church  School.  This  School  was  visited, 
but  nothing  suspicious  found,  and  no  fresh 
cases  were  notified. 


FOOD. 

Milk. 

This  is,  I think,  in  a satisfactory  condi- 
tion' your  Inspector  keeps  a sharp  look  out, 
but  has  seen  no  reason  for  serving  any 
notices  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 
Milkshops  order. 

No  action  has  been  taken  on  Tuberculus 
Milk. 

Other  Foods. 

This  I have  already  dealt  with. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  local 
Authority  under  this  Act.  The  County  Coun- 
cil, through  their  representatives,  the  Police, 
have  taken  a few  samples;  but  in  each  case 
this  sample  has  been  satisfactory,  and  no 
action  has  been  necessary. 


Housing. 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  I enlarged  ver\ 
freely  on  this  subject,  and,  as  I suspected, 
brought  a good  deal  of  trouble  upon  myself 
in  consequence. 

It  has  been  said  that  I stated  in  my  Report 
that  houses  could  be  built  and  let  at  2S.  6d. 
a week.  I said  nothing  of  the  sort ; what 
I did  say  was,  that  there  was 

(1)  A shortage  of  houses  in  the  district; 

(2)  That  rents  of  existing  houses  were 
being  raised  in  conseciuence  of  this  shortage ; 

(3)  That  under  the  Housing  of  the  Work- 
ing Classes  Acts,  i8go  to  iqoq,  the  Urban 
District  Council  had  certain  powers,  and 
drew  your  attention  particularly  to  Section 
3 of  the  IQOQ  Act,  and  said,  that  “ Under 
the  circumstances  it  becomes  a question 
whether  you,  as  a public  body,  would  not 
be  doing  the  Town  a public  service  by  going 
into  the  matter,  and  seriously  considering 
whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  draw 
up  a scheme  under  these  Acts  for  providing 
dwellings.” 

With  regard  to  point  Number  (3).  As  to 
whether  it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of 
the  Town  for  a scheme  to  be  drawn  up  I 
arn  not  jircpared  to  argue.  Your  Surveyor 
advises  you  that  the  houses  cannot  be  built 
at  such  a price  as  will  enable  them  to  be 
let  under  6s.  a week,  and  for  the  scheme  to 
be  self-suriporting.  My  answer  to  that  is 
that  if  tiuch  is  the  case  the  houses  are  of  no 
use  to  Chesham.  As  I stated  last  year,  what 
IS  wanted  is  houses  rented  at  from  3s.  to 
4S.  6d.,  or  even  5s. 

I have  been  asked,  Whv  don’t  vou  brim? 
forward  a scheme  ? I tell  you  at  once  that 


I am  absolutely  incompetent  in  the  matter. 

I know  little  about  finance,  and  still  les.s 
about  building,  nor  do  1 consider  that  it  is 
part  of  my  duty  as  M.  O.  11.,  to  go  into 
such  a matter.  I may  be  wrong,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that,  having  pointed  out  to  you 
that  there  is  a shortage  of  cottages,  and 
suggested  a way  out  ot  the  matter,  that 
there  my  duty  ends. 

With  regard  to  points  1 and  2. 

1 am  quite  prepared  to  stand  by  them, 
particularly  No.  i.  As  to  the  shortage  of 
cottages,  1 am  more  convinced  than  ever 
that  It  exists. 

It  will  be  within  your  recollection  that 
when  my  Report  was  discussed  before  the 
General  Purposes  Committee,  I was  re- 
quested by  them  to  go  round  and  inspect  all 
the  cottages  in  the  Town  and  bring  up  a 
Report. 

This  was  certainly  a very  large  order 
(roughly  about  1,200  to  1,300  hquses),  and  I 
must  admit  that,  so  far,  it  has  been  beyond 
my  capabilities.  However,  I have  done  my 
best,  and  no  man  can  do  more. 

While  inspecting  these  houses  I took  the 
following  streets  and  went  all  over  each 
cottage  : — Duck  Alley,  King  Street,  New 
Footpath,  Poplar  Cottages,  Weylands,  Ger- 
main Street,  Chequers  Yard,  Church  Street, 
Parsonage  Lane,  Hearn’s  Yard,  Adams 
Yard,  Pednor  Road,  Missenden  Road,  Wey 
Lane,  Townfield  Yard,  Red  Lion  Street, 
Stratford’s  Yard,  Lacey’s  Yard,  Lum’s  Yard, 
Star  Yard,  Blucher  Street,  Chartridge  Lane, 
Bellingdon  Road,  Quaker’s  Hill,  Sunnyside 
Road,  Alexander  Street,  George  Street, 
Berkhampstead  Road,  Addison  Road,  The 
Vale  Road,  Nashleigh  Hill,  Severals 
Avenue,  and  Essex  Road. 

This  inspection  necessitated  visiting  731 
houses. 

In  these  34  Streets,  Yards,  etc.,  I did  not 
come  across  a single  house  to  let.  I found 
one  house  in  Germain  Street  and  one  in 
Church  Street  empty;  but,  in  the  first  case, 
the  house  had  been  taken  three  weeks  pre- 
viously by  a man  who  was  getting  married 
shortly,  and  who  had  taken  the  house,  and 
was  paying  the  rent  in  order  to  make  sure 
of  it ; while  in  the  other  case,  the  owner 
was  getting  out  of  his  licensed  premises 
and  was  keeping  the  house  to  reside  in 
himself.  In  another  house  in  Germain 
Street  the  tenant  had  died  only  a day  or 
two  before,  but  I was  asked  to  go  over  the 
house,  although  the  old  lady  was  not  yet 
buried,  as  the  peo))le  who  had  taken  it  were 
anxious  that  anything  that  had  to  be  done 
in  the  way  of  repairs  should  be  done  before 
they  entered  into  possession.  These  people 
came  out  of  a house  in  Waterside,  which  I 
know  was  let  directly  they  got  out  to  a 
young  couple  who  had  been  looking  out  foi 
a house  for  months,  and  only  just  got  this 
one  in  time  to  enable  their  first  l)aby  to  bo 
born  in  it.  There  was  another  empty  house 
at  the  bottom  of  Nashleigh  Hill,  Init  this 
was  undergoing  repair,  and  althnii»-li  tpe 
rent  is  alrove  the  average  for  the  district, 
it  was  let  as  soon  as  the  work  peoi)le  were 
out  of  it. 


To  my  mind,  this  is  pretty  conclusive 
evidence  that  there  is  a shortage  of  cottage 
property  in  the  Town.  It  may  be  said,  yes, 
but  you  are  only  dealing  with  half  the 
Town,  what  about  the  other  half.?  Let  me 
say  at  once  that  1 do  not  believe  at  the 
time  that  I am  now  writing  that  there  is  a 
single  cottage  to  let  in  the  Town,  and  what 
I am  about  to  write  certainly  strengthens 
me  in  my  opinion.  I have  received  informa- 
tion from  a very  reliable  source  that  a 
collector  went  out  to  collect  his  rents,  and 
on  his  rounds  he  received  notice  that  a 
certain  tenant  wished  to  give  up  his  house. 
Before  that  man  got  back  to  the  office  there 
had  been  ten  applicants  for  that  house,  six 
of  whom  were  young  men  who  wished  to 
get  married,  but  were  unable  to  procure  a 
house.  Can  anyone,  in  the  face  of  such 
evidence,  say  that  cottages  are  not  wanted 
in  the  district. 

Rents. 

I have  made  enquiries  as  to  rents  of  724 
of  the  houses,  and  I find  it  as  follows  : — 


2s.  a week  or  under  41 

2S.  a week  to  25.  6d 45 

2S.  6d.  to  3S 64 

3s.  to  3s.  6d 85 

4s.  to  4s.  6d 51 

4s.  6d.  to  5s 134 

5s.  to  5s.  6d 134 

5s.  6d.  to  6s 54 

6s.  3d.  or  more  35 


I find  that  the  higher  rents  are  charged 
in  all  the  new  houses;  in  fact,  the  majority 
of  houses  built  now,  the  rents  charged  are 
6s.,  and  more. 

I am  informed  that  during  the  last  four 
years  plans  have  been  passed  for  the  build- 


ing  of  new 

houses 

as  follows  : — 

Private 

Not' 

Cottages 

houses, 

Year 

Total 

built 

let 

shops,  etc. 

IQ07 

53 

45 

8 

IQ08 

37 

5 

24 

8 

1909 

25 

3 

14 

7 

1910 

36 

31 

5 

191 1 

38 

7 

25 

6 

139 

These  figures  should  give  us  an  increase 
roughly  of  40  cottages  a year.  During  this 
time  I have  found  our  population  has  been 
increasing  at,  roughly,  about  100  a year, 
so  that,  on  the  face  of  it,  it  looks  as  if  the 
accommodation  provided  should  be  suffici- 
ent. According  to  the  evidence  which  I 
have  produced  it  is  tjot — why  is  this  ? 

My  idea  is  that  up  to  20  to  25  years  ago. 


before  the  railway  was  opened  in  this  Town, 
the  inhabitants  of  Chesham  were  not  added 
to  from  without;  but  about  this  time 
strangers  began  to  come  into  the  .Town,  and 
the  Town  began  to  grow  considerably.  Now 
when  one  finds  this  sort  of  thing  happening 
it  is  not  the  elderly  people  who  come  into 
the  locality,  but  young,  newly  married 
couples.  Is  it  not,  therefore,  quite  within 
the  range  of  possibility  that  the  offspring  of 
these  newly  married  couples,  having  now 
reached  the  age  when  they  are  thinking  of 
marriage,  may  be  looking  out  for  houses  of 
their  own.  Their  parents  are,  of  course, 
living,  so  that  new  houses  are  required  for 
their  children.  One  cannot,  of  course,  prove 
this,  but  the  argument  seems  to  me  sound. 

At  least  go  per  cent,  of  the  new  houses  are 
let  for  6s.  a week  or  over. 

To  revert  to  the  731  houses  inspected  I 
find  they  contain  the  following  accommoda- 
tion : — 

Ground  Floor. 

50  have  only  one  room. 

132  have  one  living  room  and  a little 
scullery. 

1 51  have  two  living  rooms. 

383  have  two  living  rooms  and  a scullery. 

8 have  three  living  rooms. 

6 have  three  living  rooms  and  a scullery. 

I has  four  living  rooms. 

First  Floor. 

21  have  one  room. 

6 have  one  room  and  a landing. 

265  have  two  rooms. 

13  have  two  rooms  and  a makeshift. 

409  have  three  bedrooms. 

18  have  four  bedrooms. 

22  have  five  bedrooms. 

Second  Floor. 

65  have  one  room. 

12  have  two  rooms. 

In  these  371  houses  I found  50  cases  of 
overcrowding,  some,  one  must  admit,  were 
not  bad  cases,  but  one  must  draw  a line 
somewhere,  and  those  who  are  above  must 
be  counted  as  such.  The  line  which  I have 
drawn  is  the  usual  one  of  allowing  300  cubic 
feet  of  air  space  for  an  adult,  and  150  cubic 
feet  for  a child  under  12  in  the  sleeping 
rooms.  What  I find,  however,  is  that  al- 
though the  cubic  space  is  a serious  matter, 
there  is  another  matter  which  is  quite,  if 
not  more,  serious  than  that,  and  that  is  the 
mixing  of  the  sexes. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
bedrooms  in  the  houses,  together  with 
number  of  occupants. 


Number  of  Houses  Containing 


Inhabitants 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

2 Bedrooms 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

10 

12 

10 

3 

3 

1 

— 

3 Bedrooms 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 Bedroom 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Since  January  ist,  'Qc>7,  the  followini^ 
ct>tt;i^cs  hn,vc  been  pulled  down  or  closed  . 

Missenden  Road  ;•  ^ 

Church  Street  and  Hearns 

Yard  4 5 

Moor  Road  (China  1 ro- 

PCiR)  ;; ; ^ 

Rroad  Street  (bottom  of 


Hskdale  Road)  3 


4 23 

Total  27 

These  have  been  replaced  as  follows  : — 

Missenden  Road  5 

Church  Street  and  Hearn’s  Yard  4 

The  Moor  Road  8 

Broad  Street  i cottage 

Cottages  pulled  down  or  closed  27 

Cottages  replacing  these  i8 

Workshops. 


Number  on  Register,  57. 

Number  inspected,  50. 

Number  of  Notices  served,  7. 

Number  of  list  of  outworkers  received,  46. 
Number  of  list  of  outworkers  passed  to 
other  districts,  3. 

Number  of  list  received  from  other  dis- 
tricts, o. 

Methods  of  Dealing  with  Infectious  Diseases. 

No  alteration  has  taken  place  in  our 
methods  since  I wrote  my  Report  in  iqo8. 

In  each  instance  the  case  has  been  visited, 
and  instructions  given  as  to  isolation.  In 
most  cases  the  front  downstairs  room  is 
utilised  for  this  purpose,  and  instructions 
given  to  whoever  is  nursing  the  case  to  put 
on  some  form  of  overall  when  going  into 
the  room,  and  take  it  off  when  leaving.  All 
articles  such  as  feeding  utensils  are  dis- 
infected after  leaving  the  room.  On  re- 
ceiving information  that  in  the  opinion  of 
the  medical  man  who  is  in  attendance  that 
the  patient  is  free  from  infection  the  fol- 
lowing instructions  are  given.  The  patient 
is  given  a bath  in  the  infected  room, 
wrapped  in  a towel,  and  taken  straight  into 
the  room  opposite,  when  the  towel  is  at  once 
thrown  back  into  the  infected  room,  and  the 
door  locked.  Your  Sanitary  Inspector  then 
visits  the  house  and  disinfects  the  room  with 
all  its  contents  with  Formalin.  This,  I am 
aware,  is  not  an  ideal  method  of  procedure, 
but  one  must  admit  that  for  some  years  it 
has  worked  well. 

Notification. 

During  the  year  I have  received  iq  notifi- 
cations under  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Notification  Act. 

These  are  made  up  as  follows  ; — 

Scarlet  Fever  ^ 

Ep’sipelas  4 

Diphtheria  1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  n 

No  cases  of  Small-imx,  Enteric  or  Puer- 
peral Fever  have  been  notified  during  the 
year. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  has  been  a decrease  of  5 in  the 
number  of  these  cases  nouilcd  during  the 
year.  ^ 


The  first  case  was  that  of  an  adult  w'ho 
Irad  undoubtedly  contracted  the  disease  in 
Town. 

Tlie  case  was  isolated  at  home,  and  no 
second  case  made  its  appearance.  This  case 
was  notified  on  January  4th,  and  from  then 
until  October  5th  no  cases  were  reported. 
On  this  date  our  second  case  was  notified, 
and  on  October  iqth,  just  a fortnight  after, 
our  third.  Both  these  cases  went  to  the 
Ciuirch  School,  l)ut  1 was  unable  to  trace 
the  source  of  contagion  in  cither  case,  nor 
was  there  anything  to  connect  the  two  cases 
other  than  the  School. 

Erysipelas. 

Only  four  cases  of  this  disease  have  been 
notified  during  the  year,  a decrease  of  10  on 
last  year's  figures.  As  far  as  this  disease  is 
concerned,  I take  very  little  trouble  about 
it.  Your  Inspector  visits  and  takes  a per- 
sonal survey  of  the  premises,  looks  to  the 
drains,  offers  to  supply  disinfectant,  and 
there  the  matter,  ends. 

Diphtheria. 

The  only  case  notified  was  that  of  a 
child  who  was  attending  the  Waterside 
Infants’  School.  This  case  was  notified  on 
April  7th.  The  only  source  of  contagion 
that  I could  trace  was  that  the  child  had 
been  playing  with  the  sisters  of  a child 
living  on  the  Moor  who  died  with  the  disease 
a month  earlier,  March  7th.  As  to  how  the 
disease  was  spread  it  is  difficult  to  say.  I 
personally  had  all  these  children  under  ob- 
servation for  14  days  after  the  child  died, 
and  am  confident  that  none  of  them  showed 
any  sign  of  the  disease.  Thanks  to  Dr. 
Gardner,  the  M.  O.  H.  to  the  district  in 
which  the  children  were  residing,  I was 
enabled  to  administer  a small  dose  of  anti- 
dyphtheric  serum  to  each  inhabitant  of  the 
houses,  and  whether  this,  although  prevent- 
ing the  disease  from  making  itself  manifest 
in  the  child  herself,  yet  enabled  her  to 
carry  it  about  and  hand  it  on  to  her  play- 
mates, I am  unable  to  say.  If  such  is  the 
case,  by  our  treatment  of  using  the  serum 
as  a prophylactic  we  may  be  dofng  more 
harm  than  good,  unless  we  at  the  same  time 
go  further,  take  swabs  and  make  cultures 
from  the  throats  of  all  contacts.  This,  I 
am  well  aware,  would  be  an  expense  that 
you  would  not  be  anxious  to  incur.  In  the 
past  we  have  only  taken  swabs  in  cases 
where  the  patient  is  suffering  froin  a Sore 
Throat,  and  the  diagnosis  has  been  in  doubt. 
My  suggestion  is  that  your  M.  O.  H.  be 
given  a free  hand  to  take  swabs  in  all  cases 
of  contact  so  that  should  the  unfortunate 
individuals  show  signs  of  the  disease,  they 
should  be  at  once  isolated,  and  so  prevent 
the  extension  of  the  disease  to  others. 

Small  pox. 

No  small-pox  has  been  notified,  but  I am 
still  sorry  to  say  that  vaccination  is  practi- 
cally a cicad  letter  in  your  district. 

Enteric  Fever. 

This  is  the  fourth  rear  in  succession  (hat 
I have  had  to  report  that  there  has  been 


no  cases  of  this  disease  notified  in  your 
district. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

No  cases  of  this  disease  has  been  notified 
in  this  district  since  the  year  1904. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  eleven  of  these  cases  have 
been  notified.  This,  on  the  face  of  it,  looks 
as  if  there  had  been  a sudden  increase  in 
the  disease  during  the  12  months,  but  this 
is  not  so.  On  January  ist,  igii,  fresh  regu- 
lations came  into  force  under  which  all 
medical  men  attending  this  disease  in  public 
institutions,  such  as  Hospitals,  were  bound 
to  notify  the  cases  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  district  in  which  the  patient 
lived,  so  that  many  cases  were  notified  that 
had  been  known  to  exist  for  years.  The 
number  of  cases  notified  under  the  1908 
Order,  which  was  the  only  one  in  force 
before,  was  2 as  against  4 the  preceding 
year.  When  a case  of  this  disease  is  noti- 
fied the  house  is  visited,  instructions  given 
as  to  keeping  windows  open,  the  avoidance 
of  risk  of  contagion  from  the  sputum,  and 
extra  disinfectants  are  given.  After  death 
the  house  is  thoroughly  disinfected  with 
Formalin,  and  in  most  cases  the  walls  of 
the  room  in  which  the  patient  has  been 
living  are  stripped.  I have  lately  had 
brought  to  my  notice  houses  which  have 
had,  so  to  speak,  tubercular  histories;  that 
is  to  say,  houses  in  which  people  have  lived, 
and  in  which  members  of  different  families 
have  contracted  the  disease,  some  of  whom 
have  not  shown  any  signs  of  the  disease 
until  they  have  moved  into  another  resi- 
dence. This  matter  I am  enquiring  into, 
and  shall  hope  to  report  upon  it  on  some 
future  occasion.  Of  course,  in  tracing  these 
cases  one  has  to  go  back  many  years  before 
the  time  when  premises  were  disinfected 
after  the  occurrence  of  Tuberculosis  in 
them,  and  it  is  hoped  by  treating  these  cases 
like  other  cases  of  infectious  diseases  that 
this  sort  of  thing  may  be  avoided.  In  order 
to  assist  in  this  work  I am  having  a record 
prepared  giving  all  the  Streets,  Roads, 
Yards,  etc.,  and  as  each  case  is  notified  the 
number  of  the  house  will  be  noted,  so  that 
as  each  case  occurs  it  will  be  easy  to  trace 
the  occurrence  in  a house  which  has  previ- 
ously sheltered  an  invalid  suffering  from 
the  disease.  During  this  year  the  bedding 
on  which  two  patients  who  had  died  from 
this  disease  has  been  destroyed,  and  you, 
as  a Sanitary  Authority,  have  been  at  the 
expense  of  replacing  it.  This,  I am  sure, 
is  a step  in  the  right  direction,  and  I trust 
it  will  be  continued  in  all  cases  in  which 
the  people  are  unable  themselves  to  bear 
the  expense  of  the  destruction. 

There  is,  as  you  are  aware,  no  Sanatorium 
accommodation  for  these  cases  in  your 
district.  I made  a suggestion  in  my  last 
Report  with  regard  to  this,  but  nothing  was 
done  in  the  matter.  Now  I feel  inclined  to 
drop  the  subject  until  we  sec  how  the 
working  of  the  Insurance  Act  will  help  us 
when  it  comes  into  force.  Personally,  I am 
a strong  advocate  for  such  places;  not  only 


do  they  remove  the  patient  from  his  fellows 
to  whom  he  may  hand  on  the  disease,  but, 
at  the  same  time,  it  puts  him  into  healthy 
surroundings,  provides  him  with  a sufficiency 
of  good  food,  and  at  the  same  time  acts  as 
an  education  to  him  by  means  of  which  he 
may  be  taught  how  to  conduct  himself  in 
a proper  and  sanitary  manner  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. During  the  year  the  Amersham 
Guardians  have  provided  shelters  in  the 
grounds  at  the  Infirmary  where  Poor-Law 
cases  notified  in  the  district  can  take  up 
their  residence.  It  has  been  suggested  that 
some  of  these  could  be  provided  which 
could  be  movable,  and  could  be  placed  in 
the  back  gardens  of  the  cottages.  This 
would  certainly  do  away  with  the  danger  of 
others  sleeping  in  the  same  room,  but  to  my 
mind  it  would  not  be  satisfactory  as  it 
would  not  provide  him  with  a sufficiency  of 
food,  nor  w.ould  it  be  any  education  to  him 
as  to  how  to  conduct  himself  for  the  good 
of  others. 

I have  received  no  specimens  of  sputum 
to  be  examined  for  Tubercular  Baccillus 
during  the  year. 

The  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  Isolation  Hospital,  situated  in  the 
Vale,  in  the  Parish  of  Chartridge,  has  not 
been  open  during  the  year.  Your  Sanitary 
Inspector  has  it  under  observation,  and  it 
is  always  ready  for  an  emergency. 

Disinfection. 

The  method  of  disinfection  carried  on 
during  the  year  has  been  by  Formalin,  and 
I have  no  wish  but  to  continue  with  it. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of 
each  disease  notified  under  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Notification  Act  during  the  last 
10  years,  with  the  average  for  comparison 
with  this  year’s  figures. 

See  table  on  next  page. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  I have  not  included 
Tuberculosis  in  this  Table,  but  have  stuck 
to  the  ones  as  usual  in  former  years,  and 
dealt  with  Tuberculosis  later  as  heretofore. 

Investigation  of  Other  Diseases. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  a number 
of  cases  of  pneumonia  of  a very  irregular 
kind  made  their  appearance.  The  disease 
did  not  run  its  normal  course  in  that  the 
crisis  did  not  occur  at  the  usual  time ; in 
fact,  in  those  cases  which  recovered  the 
acute  stage  ended  by  lysis  rather  than  crisis. 
The  disease  was  of  a contagious  character 
in  that  one  found  two  cases  in  one  house, 
two  cases  in  men  who  had  come  in  contact 
at  their  work.  The  cases  were  mostly  con- 
fined to  the  low-lying  parts  of  the  Town, 
mostly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Waterside. 
The  disease  first  made  its  appearance  in 
the  Autumn  of  the  year  before  when  two 
brothers  were  taken  into  the  Cottage  Hos- 
pital suffering  from  the  disease ; these  two 
l:)oth  recovered,  and  little  more  was  thought 
about  it  until  the  early  part  of  last  year 
when  two  men  from  the  same  neighbour- 
hood were  taken  into  the  same  institution; 
in  each  of  these  cases  death  occurred  sud- 


Dipththeria. 

Erysipelas. 

1 

Enteric  Fever. 

1 

Puerperal  Fever. 

j Scarlet  Fever. 

1 

Croup. 

1 

^ Total. 

1901 

3 

11 

0 

0 

49 

0 

63 

190-2  ... 

1 

11 

2 

0 

9 

1 

24 

190.3  ... 

2 

4 

1 

1 

167 

0 

175 

1904  

6 

16 

1 

1 

69 

0 

93 

1905  

9 

8 

0 

0 

11 

0 

28 

1906  

3 

6 

4 

0 

4 

0 

17 

1907  

3 

4 

1 

0 

17 

0 

25 

1908  

9 

3 

0 

0 

5 

0 

17 

1909  

2 

7 

0 

0 

3 

0 

12 

1910 

0 

10 

0 

0 

8 

0 

18 

Total  ... 

Average 

1911  

38 

80 

9 

2 

342 

34-2 

1 

472 

3-8 

8-0 

•9 

•2 

•1 

47-2 

1 

4 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

denly  from  heart  failure.  In  one  case  I 
had  seen  the  man  only  a few  minutes  before 
at  the  Hospital  when  he,  as  far  as  one  could 
say,  seemed  to  be  doing  well.  Almost  as 
soon  as  I reached  my  home,  however,  the 
Matron  rang  me  up  on  the  telephone  to  say 
that  the  man  was  dead.  I had  the  sputum 
examined  in  one  case,  but  nothing  was  found 
but  the  ordinary  pneumococcus,  which  is 
the  one  expected  in  ordinary  pneumonia.  As 
the  cases  were  not  notifiable  it  was,  of 
course,  impossible  to  say  what  percentage 
recovered  from  the  disease,  but  from  figures 
to  hand  the  mortality  was  very  great. 

I have  heard  of  no  fresh  cases  for  some 
months. 


Population. 

On  December  31st,  iqio,  I estimated  t 
population  of  Chesham  at  8,156.  On  Ju 
30th,  igii,  which  is  the  number  on  whi- 
the  birth  and  death  rates  are  estimated, 
estimated  it  at  8,ig2. 

On  December  31st,  igii,  I estimated  it 
8,271  I have  received  no  official  numbe 
but  1 believe  that  the  Census  returns  work 
out  at  8,245,  so  that  mv  figures  for  Ju 
would  be  5.3  short.  Taking  the  Cens 
returns  at  8,245  as  correct,  our  correct 
actual  population  should  be  8,271  plus 
ofiua  s 8,324  minus  ii.  Transferable  deat 
equal  8,313. 


Death  Rate. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  during 
the  year  is  87,  which  is  one  more  than  last 
year. 

The  following  are  the  returns  for  each 


month  : — 

January 6 

February  10 

March  10 

April  7 

May  8 

June  7 

July  8 

August  6 

September  5 

October  4 

November  8 

December  8 


Transferable  deaths  make  their  appear- 
ance in  my  Report  for  the  first  time  this 
year.  In  the  past  I have  always  made  al- 
lowance for  any  deaths  occurring  in  the 
Workhouse,  but  through  the  County 
M.  O.  H.,  I now  receive  a return  of  any 
deaths  that  ma\'  occur  in  any  part  of  the 
Kingdom  of  a Chesham  resident  This  cer- 
tainly should  enable  me  to  keep  much 
nearer  the  mark  in  estimating  the  actual 
population  than  heretofore. 

The  number  of  transferable  deaths  re- 
ceived in  this  year  have  been  10.  Of  this 


number  7 were  taken  intn  account  in  esti- 
mating the  population  up  to  June,  and  the 
remaining  1 1 in  estimating  the  population 
at  the  end  of  December. 

These  figures  give  us  a death-rate  of 
10.6,  which  is  just  above  that  of  last  year, 
10.5,  but  below  the  average  for  the  last 
10  years,  lo.g. 

During  the  year  18  deaths  of  residents 
have  been  registered  in  public  institutions 
beyond  the  district,  and  the  death  of  one 
non-resident,  who  has  died  in  the  Cottage 
Hospital,  has  been  registered  in  this  dis- 
trict, which  gives  a net  death-rate  at  all 
ages  of  12.6. 

Of  the  deaths  from  all  ages  I would  draw 
your  attention  to  the  following  as  compared 
with  previous  years  : — 


1903 

1904 

Pulmonar^Tuberculosis  ...  ... 

8 

4 

Other  'rt^rcular  Diseases 

8 

4 

Cancer  

8 

4 

Influenza 

— 

— 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  deaths  from 
Phthisis  has  decreased,  while  those  of 
Cancer  are  more  than  for  many  years. 


Birth  Rate. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during 
the  year  is  162,  which  is  ig  less  than  last 
year,  and  gives  a birth-rate  of  only  ig.7, 
as  compared  with  21.2  last  year,  and  is  well 
below  the  average  for  the  last  10  years,  24.3. 

There  have  been  2 births,  and  the  same 
number  of  deaths  registered  of  illegitima.^ 
children  in  the  district  during  the  year;  the 
births  and  deaths  refer  to  the  same  child 
in  one  instance  only. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Of  the  87  deaths  registered  12  have  been 
those  of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  an 
increase  of  3 on  last  year’s  figures. 

These  figures  give  us  an  infant  mortality 
of  74.0,  as  compared  with  4g.7  last  year, 
and  g6.6  the  average  for  the  last  10  years. 

I am  sorry  to  see  this  increase,  but  sup- 
pose one  could  hardly  hope  to  keep  the 
figures  at  the  abnormally  low  standard  to 
which  they  reached  last  year.  This  increase 
appears  to  be  due  to  4 cases  of  Enteritis  in 
the  summer  months,  as  against  one  only 
last  year;  while  three  deaths  have  been 
certified  as  due  to  pneumonia,  from  which 
disease  no  deaths  occurred  in  infants  last 
year. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  I am  more 
than  satisfied  with  the  way  in  which  your 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Henry  Stacey,  has 
carried  out  his  work  during  the  twelve 
months.  The  fact  that  many  of  his  Saturday 
afternoons  are  spent  in  attending  meetings 
of  the  County  Sanitary  Inspectors,  while 


his  holiday  was  so  arranged  that  he  might 
attend  the  Sanitary  Inspectors'  Confeiencc 
at  Yarmouth  shows  what  a diligent  and  keen 
officer  you  possess,  and  my  only  hope  is 
that  he  will  not,  for  all  our  sakes,  think 
that  it  is  yet  time  to  seek  fresh  fields  and 
pastures  new.  I am  exceedingly  glad  that 
you  have  seen  fit  to  appoint  him  as  Inspec 
tor  under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning 
Act  at  an  increased  salary,  which  I know 
he  well  deserves. 

In  conclusion,  Gentlemen,  may  I thank 
you  for  the  way  in  which  yuu  have  supported 
me  in  reports  which  have  been  brought  to 
your  notice  with  regard  to  Notices  served 
under  the  Public  Health  Act  in  the  cases 
of  dirty  houses  and  dilapidated  dwellings. 
The  fact  that  your  Inspector  is  able  to 
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report  that  740  of  them  have  been  attended 
to  shows  for  itself  that  if  your  officers  have 
worked  they  certainly  have  had  support. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  F.  LONG. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Chesham  U.D.C. 

THE  CLINICAL  RESEARCH  ASSOCIA- 
TION, LIMITED. 

Watergate  House,  York  Buildings, 
Aldelphi,  London,  W.C. 

March  7th,  igii. 

To  P.  C.  Dormer  Esq.,  Surveyor, 
Chesham  U.  D.  C. 

The  sample  of  water  marked  “Borehole 
in  Chalk,”  received  here  on  6/3/11,  has 
been  chemically  examined,  and  I have  been 
instructed  to  forward  the  following  report 
thereon. 

ANALYSIS. 

Grains  Parts 


per 

gallon 

per  loo.ooo 

Total  solids  (dried  at  i20°c) 

ig-y 

28'2 

Combined  Chlorine 

060 

O' 86 

Expressed  as  Na.  Cl. 

ogg 

1-41 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

O' 1 7 

0'24 

Nitrites 

nil 

nil 

Saline  Ammonia 

nil 

nil 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0 0006 

O' 0009 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hrs.  at 

27'’c 

o'ooy 

0010 

Lead  or  Copper 

nil 

nil 

Temporary  hardness 

Permanent  hardness 

Total  hardness  i6  '’9 

Those  i-csults  show  tlio  snmplc  to  ho  of 
a luRh  degree  of  organio  it  is  .. 

triile  Irard,  but  not  excessiveU  so. 

C.  11.  Wh.Hlf, 

Seevetary  of  the  Associntion. 

CHKSAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNcih 

Summary  of  work  done  through  the 
tary  Inspector  in  the  ITrban  Sanitary  Dis- 
trict of  Chesham  during  the  year  ending 


December  31st,  iqii. 

Number  of  complaints  receieved  10 

Number  of  (a)  ordinary  insircctions  ...  2,294 
Number  of  (b)  insirections  in  company 
with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  734 


Total  3,028 


163  preliminary  Notices  have  been  issued 
in  connection  with  the  ordinary  inspections 


for  the  following^  defects,  nuisances,  or 
breach  of  Bye-laws,  as  follows  : — 

Dirty  walls,  or  ceilings  7 

Damp  walls  2 

Defective  floors  3 

Defective  eaves  guttering  5 

Dilapidated  outbuildings  6 

Defective  vent  shafts  2 

Dilapidated  W.C.’s  3 

Broken  sanitary  conveniences  12 

Defective  flushing  arrangements  in 

W.C.’s  63 

Other  defective  water  fittings  in  W.C.’s  3 

Dirty  sanitary  conveniences  5 

Choked  drains  21 

Broken,  or  defective  drains  g 

Defective  gullies  3 

Offensive  accumulations  g 

Defective  manure  receptacles  2 

Overcrowding  2 


163 

768  Notices  have  been  issued  in  connec- 
tion with  the  (b)  inspections  for  the  follow- 
ing defects  : — 

Unsound  floors,  stairs,  walls,  etc 55 

Defective  roofs  61 

Damp  walls  , 120 

Dirty  walls,  ceilings,  etc 557 

Dirty  sculleries  and  washhouses  nr 

Defective  paving  in  yards  ig 

Defective  drainage  in  yards  5 

Defective  eaves  guttering  6 

Defective  vent  shafts  and  fresh  air 

inlets  5 

Dilapidated  W.C.’s  7 

Dirty  W.C.  walls  64 

Dirty  sanitary  conveniences  4 

Defective  flushing  cisterns  in  W.C.’s  30 
Other  defective  water  fittings  in  WhC.’s  6 

Broken  sanitary  conveniences  g 

Broken  drain  j 

Defective  sink  gullies  !!!!!”!!!!  8 


768 

Two  Statutory  Notices  have  been  served 

Wll-  ’’  "''^’'crowding,  and  one  for  dirtv 
fluellingihouse. 

Both  Notices  were  complied  with  no 
Court  proceedings  being  necessary. 


Of  the  163  (a)  Notices  160  have  been 
complied  with. 

Of  the  768  (b)  Notices,  about  740  have 
been  attended  to,  but  whetlicr  the  woiks 
carried  out  to  remedy  the  damj)  walls  will 
be  effectual  remains  to  be  seen.  Personally, 

1 do  not  think  they  \dll.  They  will  how- 
ever, receive  careful  attention  during  the 
next  twelve  months. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Eight  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  have 
been  notified  and  investigated  as  follows  : — 

Erysipelas  4 

Scarlet  Fever  3 

Diiihtheria  j 

Thirty-seven  visits  were  made  to  the  Fever 
and  Diphtheria  cases. 

All  the  cases  were  isolated  at  the  re- 
spective homes. 

Twelve  dwelling  houses  have  been  disin- 
fected after  the  following  cases  : — 


Scarlet  Fever  3 

Diphtheria  i 

Tuberculosis  6 

Cancer  i 

Verminous  rooms  i 


New  Dwelling  Houses. 

Thirty-one  new  dwelling  houses  have  been 
erected,  all  being  supplied  with  water  direct 
from  the  Council’s  water  mains,  and  the 
drainage  connected  to  the  main  sewers. 

One  sample  of  water  has  been  taken  for 
Analysis. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

Number  on  Register  g 

(one  of  these  is  a licensed  slaughter  house). 

Ninety-three  visits  have  been  made  to 
the  various  slaughter  houses,  these  visits 
having  been  made  at  various  hours,  when 
slaughtering  was  likely  to  be  taking  place. 

I find  it  is  quite  impossible  to  visit  all  the 
slaughter  houses  when  slaughtering  is  taking 
place,  as  on  some  days  slaughtering  is  going 
on  simultaneously  in  five  or  six  slaughter 
houses. 

Nothing^  of  a suspicious  character  has, 
however,  been  found. 

One  carcase  of  beef  was  voluntarily  sur- 
rendered in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  In 
this  case  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was 
called  in  by  the  butcher  as  soon  as  the 
carcase  was  opened,  and  the  next  day  it 
was  taken  to  a “ knacker’s  ” premises  to  be 
boiled  down  for  cats’  meat. 

The  carcase  was  in  good  condition,  and 
outside  appearances  gave  no  indication  of 
disease,  but  upon  being  opened  it  revealed 
a mass  of  tubercular  deposit  upon  the 
pleura,  and  peritoneum.  The  action  of  the 
Itutcher  was  very  commendable,  as  it  meant 
a great  loss,  no  insurance  system  being  in 
ojteration  at  the  market  where  the  beast 
was  inirchased. 

If  an  insurance  scheme  could  be  success- 
fnll\'  ]iut  into  ojieration  at  all  markets,  it 
would  prove  to  be  of  immense  benefit  to 
butchers  and  the  public  generally.  Most 
of  the  slaughter  houses  arc  very  old  anrl 
cpiite  unsuitable.  The  occupiers,  however,  tr\- 


to  keep  them  in  a clean  condition,  j^iving 
but  very  little  trouble  with  respect  of  clcans- 
ins;  and  lime-washing,  an\'  reciucst  in  this 
direction  being  complied  with. 

Bakehouses. 

Number  on  Register  i6 

Two  of  these  are  unoccupied  at  present. 

One  new  u]D-to-date  bakehouse  has  been 
built  during  the  year. 

Forty-seven  visits  have  been  made  during 
the  year. 

No  Notices  have  been  served  for  cleans- 
ing, but  14  verbal  reciuests  to  cleanse  were 
attended  to. 

,\11  the  bakehouses  were  cleansed  twice 
during  the  year. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Number  on  Register  2 

Eight  visits  have  been  made  to  these  pre- 
mises during  the  year,  and  upon  each  occa- 
sion found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  state  as  to 
cleanliness. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 


Number  of  dairymen  or  purveyors  of 

Milk  on  the  Register  21 

Number  registered  during  the  year  i 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  on  the  Register  11 

Number  registered  during  the  year  1 

Number  of  visits  to  cowsheds  3g 

Number  of  visits  to  purveyors’  premises  41 


Total  number  of  visits  80 


Number  of  Notices  served  for  Sanitary 
defects,  or  cleansing,  5. 

One  purveyor  was  reported  for  using  dirty 
utensils,  and  was  cautioned. 


Workshops. 


Number  on  Register  57 

Number  of  inspections  50 

Number  of  Notices  served  for  Sanitary 

defects,  or  cleansing  7 


Three  lists  of  outworkers  have  been  for- 
warded to  other  districts. 

No  lists  have  been  received  from  other 
Authorities. 

With  respect  to  house  inspections,  these 
have  all  been  made  under  the  Public  Health 
.Acts,  and  in  734  dwellings  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  accompanied  me,  when  we 
made  a thorough  inspection  of  the  premises. 
1 have  to  again  to  tender  my  best  thanks  to 
Dr.  Long,  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
for  the  help,  advice,  and  encouragement  he 
has  at  all  times  so  readily  and  willingly 
given  me,  thus  enabling  me  to  carry  out  my 
duties,  wffiich  are  not  always  of  a pleasant 
character,  in  a more  satisfactory  manner. 

I have,  under  all  circumstances,  en- 
deavoured to  carry  out  those  duties  in  an 
impartial  manner,  have  always  been  ready 
and  willing  to  meet  owners  or  occupiers  to 
discuss  matters  respecting  defects  or 
nuisances,  and  in  this  way  have  generally 
succeeded  in  getting  matters  attended  to 
without  friction. 

I have  also  to  tender  my  thanks  to  the 
Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee,  and 
the  Members  of  the  Council  for  the  con- 
sideration and  support  they  have  shown  in 
the  few  cases  that  had  to  be  brought  before 
them  asking  for  further  instructions.  The 
year’s  work  has  therefore  been  carried  out 
smoothly,  and  I trust  successfully,  and  to 
your  satisfaction. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

H.  ST  ACEY 
Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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